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Introduction 

The Japanese Islands consist of 4 main islands (Hokkaidô, Honshû, Shikoku and Kyûshû) and many small islands.   
The two groups of small islands located in the southward direction from Tôkyô are called the Izu Islands (Izu Shotō 
or Izu Syotō in Japanese) and the Ogasawara Islands (Ogasawara Shotō or Ogasawara Syotō in Japanese).  An-
other group of small islands, those arranged in a great arc between the southernmost part of Kyûshû in Southern 
Japan and Taiwan, is called the Southwest Islands of Japan (Nansei Shotō or Nansei Syotō in Japanese).  Al-
though the general English name of the ‘Southwest Islands of Japan’ is not found in atlases, Kawakatsu employed 
this expression in his ecological and taxonomic papers on planarians for many years (Ichikawa & Kawakatsu, 1967; 
Tamura, Oki & Kawakatsu, 1991, fig. 2 on p. 160). 
     In various atlases published in Western countries, the explanation of names of these archipelagos and of 
individual islands is incomplete and errors or misunderstandings also occur. 
     The English versions of the most common topographical maps published in Japan that show the 
above-mentioned Islands are those for ‘Central Japan’ and ‘South Japan’ issued by the Geographical Survey Insti-
tute, Japan (scale 1: 1,000,000; revised in 1993).  In these maps, names of islands are shown in Roman letters ac-
cording to the Instructive System of spellings.  However, many taxonomists employ the Hepburn System for ro-
manization of Japanese place names in their English papers (see Appendix I). 
     Recently, a new marine triclad species from Ishigaki-jima Island (in the Southwest Islands) and a new land 
planarian species from Chichi-jima Island (in the Ogasawara Islands) were described (cf. Sluys & Kawakatsu, 
2004; Kawakatsu, Sluys & Ogren, Ms.; see also Kawakatsu, Okochi, Sato, Ohbayashi, Kitagawa & Totani, 1999).  
Several species of Acoela reported from the Southwest Islands (Yamasu, 1982; Yamasu & Okazaki, 1987) were also 
discussed in a recent web article by Faubel, Kawakatsu, Froehlich, Jones & Sasaki (2004).  Refer to the type lo-
calities of these species seem to be quite difficult for Western taxonomists using Western atlases. 
     Kawakatsu (1985: 80-84, figs. 1 and 2) published an article titled ‘The Old and Present Administrative Divi-
sions of Japan’ as Part II of ‘A List of Publications on Japanese Turbellarians (1984)’ (Bull. Fuji Women’s College, no. 
23, ser. II, pp. 67-84).  This article is useful for understanding old locality names in Japan that were frequently 
used in old taxonomic papers on planarians.  Unfortunately, Bull. Fuji Women’s College has a very limited distri-
bution, and not many Western taxonomists have had access to it.  To ameliorate this problem, the above-cited arti-
cle is reproduced in the present web article (pp. 5-9 with Figs. 1 and 2). 
     Next, a blank topographical map of Japan is given for use in basic research on planarian chorology (Fig. 3).  
Topographical maps of the Izu-Ogasawara Islands (Fig. 4) and the Southwest Islands of Japan (Fig. 5) are also 
given, together with the names of individual islands and island groups. 
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Islands 

1).  The Izu-Ogasawara Islands 
Many volcanic islands belonging to the Fuji Volcanic Zone are distributed southwards from Tôkyô Bay (approxi-
mately 1200 km in extent).  They consist of two groups of islands: the Izu Islands and the Ogasawara Islands. 
 
     i)  The Izu Islands (Figs. 3, 4 ①-③) 
     The name of this group is shown in the National Geographic Atlas of the World (1981) as “Izu Shichito” (i.e., ‘7 
islands of Izu’ in Japanese).  The map of ‘Central Japan’ (Geographical Survey Inst., Japan, 1993) uses the name 
“Izu Syotō” (i.e., ‘Izu Islands’ in Japanese). 
 
     The Izu Islands consist of the following islands: Ôshima Is., Toshima Is., Nîjima Is., Kôzu-shima Is., Mi-
yake-jima Is., Mikura-jima Is., Hachijô-jima Is., Ao-ga-shima Is., Tori-shima Is., Sôfu Is., etc. 
 
     ii)  The Ogasawara Islands  (Figs. 3, 4 ①,④,⑤) 
     The name of this chain is shown in the National Geographic Atlas of the World as “Bonin Islands (Nampō 
Shotō, Ogasawara Guntō)” (the former name in parentheses means ‘Southern Islands’; the latter, the ‘Ogasawara 
Islands’).  The Times Atlas of the World (1981) uses the name “Ogasawara guntō (Bonin Is.)”.  The map of ‘Cen-
tral Japan’ (Geographical Survey Inst., Japan, 1993) uses the name “Ogasawara Syotō”.  It is believed that ‘Bonin’ 
originated from a mishearing of the Japanese pronunciation of ‘Munin-tô’ (i.e., uninhabited island(s)). 
 
     The Ogasawara Islands have a rather wide geographical scope: 24º12´−27º45´ N, 140º50´−142º15´ E.  They 
consist of four groups of islands: (i) the Mukojima Islands (=Parry Group: Muko-jima Is., Nakaudo-jima Is., 
Yome-shima Is.); (ii) the Chichijima Islands (=Beechey Islands: Mago-jima Is., Otôto-jima Is., Ani-jima Is., Ni-
shi-jima Is., Chichi-jima Is.); (iii) the Hahajima Islands (Haha-jima Is. – also called Coffin Is. or Baily Is., Mu-
kai-jima Is., Imôto-jima Is., Mei-jima Is., Ane-jima Is.); and (iv) the Iô-Islands (also called the Volcano Islands: 
Kita-iô-jima Is., Iô-jima Is., Minami-iô-jima Is.). 
 
2). The Southwest Islands of Japan 
The Southwest Islands are an English translation of the Japanese name ‘Nansei Shotô’.  In the National Geo-
graphic Atlas of the World (1981), these islands are shown as the “Ryukyu Islands” (“Nansei Shotō”); “Amami 
Guntō” and “Okinawa Guntō” are also used.  In the Times Atlas of the World (1981), “Ryūkyū Rettō” (“Amami 
guntō” and “Okinawa guntō”) is used.  These names for the respective island group represent from the strict to-
pographical viewpoint and the customary usage in Japan. 
 
     The Southwest Islands of Japan consist of two arcs: i) the Satsunan Islands, and ii) the Ryūkyū Islands.  
Administratively, the Senkaku Islands and the Daitô Islands are also included in the Southwest Islands of Japan. 
 
     i)  The Satsunan Islands (Figs. 3, 5) 
     The Satsunan Islands consist of three groups of islands: (i) the Ôsumi Islands (Tane-ga-shima Is., Yaku-shima 
Is., Kuchi-no-erabu Is., etc.); (ii) the Tokara Islands (Kuch-no-shima Is., Naka-no-shima Is., Suhanose-jima Is., etc.); 
and (iii) the Amami Islands (Amami-Ôshima Is., Kikai-jima Is., Toku-no-shima Is., Oki-no-erabu-jima Is., Yo-
ron-jima Is., etc.). 
 
     ii)  The Ryûkyû Islands (Figs. 3, 5) 
The Ryûkyû Islands consist of five groups of islands: (i) the Okinawa Islands (Okinawa Is., Iheya-jima Is., 
Zamami-jima Is. in the Kerama Islands, Kume-jima Is., etc.); (ii) the Miyako Islands (Miyako-jima Is., etc.); (iii) the 
Yaeyama Islands (Ishigaki-jima Is., Iriomote-jima Is., Yonaguni-jima Is., etc.).  The Sakishima Islands are the 
general name of both the Yaeyama Islands and the Miyako Islands. 
 
     iii)  The Other Islands (Figs. 3, 5) 
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The Senkaku Islands (Uotsuri-jima Is. and the other 4 small islands) are located approximately 160 km N of the 
Yaeyama Islands.  The Daitô Islands (Kita-Daitô-jima Is., Minami-Daitô-jima Is., Oki-Daitô-jima Is.) are located 
approximately 360 km E of Okinawa Island.  Geomorphologically, these two Islands are different from the Ryûkyû 



Islands. 
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At the Bonin Islands.  After Perry’s 1856 Book, ‘Expedition to Japan’. 
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Note.  This Kawakatsu’s paper was published in 1985.  ‘The abolition of clans and establishment of prefecture’ 
were started in the year 1871. 
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At the Bonin Islands.  After Perry’s 1856 Book, ‘Expedition to Japan’. 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Calbrith Perry (1749-1858) 
 
Commodore Perry of the United States of America made visits to Japan, which was under a policy of seclusionism, 
in 1853 and again in 1854.  His Official Reports are ‘Narrative of the Expedition of American Squadron to the 
China and Japan, etc.’ (1856).  This Report has two different versions: The Senate Version and the House of Rep-
resentative Version. 
 
     The cut figures used in the present web article were taken from Vol. I, Chapt. 10, of the Report. 
 
     William Heine was one of Navy painters of Perry's Expedition.  Stimpson's collecting doings of animals (in-
cluding planarians) are found in Heine's Diary published in German: Die Expedition in die Seen von China, Japan 
und Ochotsk, etc. (1856-58). 
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Fig. 3.  A blank topographical sketch map of Japan and its neighbor area. 
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Fig. 4.  The Izu Islands and the Ogasawara Islands.  Explanation in the text. 
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Fig. 5.  The Southwest Islands of Japan.  Explanation in the text. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At the Bonin Islands.  After Perry’s 1856 Book, ‘Expedition to Japan’. 
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APPENDIX  I 

The Hepburn System Romanization of the Japanese syllabary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a i u e o    

â î û ê ô    

ā ī ū ē ō    

ka ki ku ke ko kya kyu kyo 

sa shi(si) su se so sha(sya) shu(syu) sho(syo) 

ta chi(ti) tsu(tu) te to cha(tya) chu(tyu) cho(tyo) 

na ni nu ne no nya nyu nyo 

ha hi fu(hu) he ho hya hyu hyo 

ma mi mu me mo mya myu myo 

ya [i] yu [e] yo    

ra ri ru re ro rya ryu ryo 

wa [i] [u] [e] [o]    

ga gi gu ge go gya gyu gyo 

za ji(zi) zu ze zo ja(zya) ju(zyu) jo(zyo) 

da [ji]([zi]) [zu] de do    

ba bi bu be bo bya byu byo 

pa pi pu pe po pya pyu pyo 

   n    n    n    n    n     n     n     n 

(  ): Instructive System of spellings;  [  ]: duplication. 
Nippon System of spellings also use the followings: di, du, dya, dyu, dyo, kwa, gwa, wo. 
 

APPENDIX  II 
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A Blank Topogaphical Maps of the World (for the use of basic research work) (on page 14). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
- 14 - 



 
******************** 

 
Addresses of the Authors : 
 
 
    Dr. Masaharu KAWAKATSU, 9jô 9chôme 1-8, Shinkotoni, Kita-ku, Sapporo (Hokkaidô) 001-0909, Japan. 
        Tel & Fax (International: +81 11 762 4450); (Domestic: 011 762 4450). 
        E-mail (Miss Miyuki Kawakatsu): DQA01524@nifty.ne.jp (The 4th character is “zero”, not the letter O.) 
 
    Mr. Gen-yu SASAKI, Biology teacher of Jôtô High School of Tôkyô.  Home address: Roppongi 1-3-49, 
        Minato-ku, Tôkyô 106-0032, Japan.  
        Tel. (International: +81 3 3585 1785); (Domestic: 03 3585 1785).  
        E-mail: gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp 

 
 

******************** 
 
 
 
 

 

  
- 15 - 

mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp
mailto:gen-yu@mtc.biglobe.ne.jp

