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Introduction

The Japanese Islands consist of 4 main islands (Hokkaid6, Honsht, Shikoku and Kytish{l) and many small islands.
The two groups of small islands located in the southward direction from Tékyo are called the Izu Islands (Izu Shoto
or Izu Syotd in Japanese) and the Ogasawara Islands (Ogasawara Shotd or Ogasawara Syotd in Japanese). An-
other group of small islands, those arranged in a great arc between the southernmost part of Kytsha in Southern
Japan and Taiwan, is called the Southwest Islands of Japan (Nansei Shotd or Nansei Syotd in Japanese). Al-
though the general English name of the ‘Southwest Islands of Japan’is not found in atlases, Kawakatsu employed
this expression in his ecological and taxonomic papers on planarians for many years (Ichikawa & Kawakatsu, 1967;
Tamura, Oki & Kawakatsu, 1991, fig. 2 on p. 160).

In various atlases published in Western countries, the explanation of names of these archipelagos and of
individual islands is incomplete and errors or misunderstandings also occur.

The English versions of the most common topographical maps published in Japan that show the
above-mentioned Islands are those for ‘Central Japan’ and ‘South Japan’ issued by the Geographical Survey Insti-
tute, Japan (scale 1: 1,000,000; revised in 1993). In these maps, names of islands are shown in Roman letters ac-
cording to the Instructive System of spellings. However, many taxonomists employ the Hepburn System for ro-
manization of Japanese place names in their English papers (see Appendix I).

Recently, a new marine triclad species from Ishigaki-jima Island (in the Southwest Islands) and a new land
planarian species from Chichi-jima Island (in the Ogasawara Islands) were described (cf. Sluys & Kawakatsu,
2004; Kawakatsu, Sluys & Ogren, Ms.; see also Kawakatsu, Okochi, Sato, Ohbayashi, Kitagawa & Totani, 1999).
Several species of Acoela reported from the Southwest Islands (Yamasu, 1982; Yamasu & Okazaki, 1987) were also
discussed in a recent web article by Faubel, Kawakatsu, Froehlich, Jones & Sasaki (2004). Refer to the type lo-
calities of these species seem to be quite difficult for Western taxonomists using Western atlases.

Kawakatsu (1985: 80-84, figs. 1 and 2) published an article titled ‘The Old and Present Administrative Divi-
sions of Japan’ as Part II of ‘A List of Publications on Japanese Turbellarians (1984)’ (Bull. Fuji Women’s College, no.
23, ser. II, pp. 67-84). This article is useful for understanding old locality names in Japan that were frequently
used in old taxonomic papers on planarians. Unfortunately, Bull. Fuji Women’s College has a very limited distri-
bution, and not many Western taxonomists have had access to it. To ameliorate this problem, the above-cited arti-
cle is reproduced in the present web article (pp. 5-9 with Figs. 1 and 2).

Next, a blank topographical map of Japan is given for use in basic research on planarian chorology (Fig. 3).
Topographical maps of the Izu-Ogasawara Islands (Fig. 4) and the Southwest Islands of Japan (Fig. 5) are also
given, together with the names of individual islands and island groups.



Islands

1). The Izu-Ogasawara Islands
Many volcanic islands belonging to the Fuji Volcanic Zone are distributed southwards from Tokyé Bay (approxi-
mately 1200 km in extent). They consist of two groups of islands: the Izu Islands and the Ogasawara Islands.

1) The Izu Islands (Figs. 3, 4 O-®)

The name of this group is shown in the National Geographic Atlas of the World (1981) as “Izu Shichito” Gi.e., ‘7
islands of Izu’ in Japanese). The map of ‘Central Japan’ (Geographical Survey Inst., Japan, 1993) uses the name
“Izu Syoto” (.e., Izu Islands’ in Japanese).

The Izu Islands consist of the following islands: Oshima Is., Toshima Is., Nijima Is., Kozu-shima Is., Mi-

.....

i) The Ogasawara Islands (Figs. 3,4 0,®,®)

The name of this chain is shown in the National Geographic Atlas of the World as “Bonin Islands (Nampo
Shoto, Ogasawara Gunto)” (the former name in parentheses means ‘Southern Islands’; the latter, the ‘Ogasawara
Islands’). The Times Atlas of the World (1981) uses the name “Ogasawara guntd (Bonin Is.)”. The map of ‘Cen-
tral Japan’ (Geographical Survey Inst., Japan, 1993) uses the name “Ogasawara Syoto”. It is believed that ‘Bonin’
originated from a mishearing of the Japanese pronunciation of ‘Munin-t®’ (i.e., uninhabited island(s)).

The Ogasawara Islands have a rather wide geographical scope: 24°12°-27°45" N, 140°50"-142°15" E. They
consist of four groups of islands: () the Mukojima Islands (=Parry Group: Muko-jima Is., Nakaudo-jima Is.,
Yome-shima Is.); (ii) the Chichijima Islands (=Beechey Islands: Mago-jima Is., Ot6to-jima Is., Ani-jima Is., Ni-
shi-jima Is., Chichi-jima Is.); (iii) the Hahajima Islands (Haha-jima Is. — also called Coffin Is. or Baily Is., Mu-
kai-jima Is., Iméto-jima Is., Mei-jima Is., Ane-jima Is.); and (iv) the I6-Islands (also called the Volcano Islands:
Kita-i6-jima Is., I6-jima Is., Minami-i6-jima Is.).

2). The Southwest Islands of Japan

The Southwest Islands are an English translation of the Japanese name ‘Nansei Shotoé’. In the National Geo-
graphic Atlas of the World (1981), these islands are shown as the “Ryukyu Islands” (“Nansei Shotd”); “Amami
Guntd” and “Okinawa Guntd” are also used. In the Times Atlas of the World (1981), “Ryiikyd Rettd” (“Amami
gunto” and “Okinawa guntd”) is used. These names for the respective island group represent from the strict to-
pographical viewpoint and the customary usage in Japan.

The Southwest Islands of Japan consist of two arcs: i) the Satsunan Islands, and ii) the Ryikyd Islands.
Administratively, the Senkaku Islands and the Dait6 Islands are also included in the Southwest Islands of Japan.

1) The Satsunan Islands (Figs. 3, 5)

The Satsunan Islands consist of three groups of islands: (i) the Osumi Islands (Tane-ga-shima Is., Yaku-shima
Is., Kuchi-no-erabu Is., etc.); (ii) the Tokara Islands (Kuch-no-shima Is., Naka-no-shima Is., Suhanose-jima Is., etc.);
and (i) the Amami Islands (Amami-Oshima Is., Kikai-jima Is., Toku-no-shima Is., Oki-no-erabu-jima Is., Yo-
ron-jima Is., etc.).

ii) The Rytikyt Islands (Figs. 3, 5)
The Rylky( Islands consist of five groups of islands: (i) the Okinawa Islands (Okinawa Is., Theya-jima Is.,
Zamami-jima Is. in the Kerama Islands, Kume-jima Is., etc.); (i) the Miyako Islands (Miyako-jima Is., etc.); (iii) the
Yaeyama Islands (Ishigaki-jima Is., Iriomote-jima Is., Yonaguni-jima Is., etc.). The Sakishima Islands are the
general name of both the Yaeyama Islands and the Miyako Islands.

iii) The Other Islands (Figs. 3, 5)
The Senkaku Islands (Uotsuri-jima Is. and the other 4 small islands) are located approximately 160 km N of the
Yaeyama Islands. The Dait6 Islands (Kita-Daité-jima Is., Minami-Dait6-jima Is., Oki-Dait6-jima Is.) are located
approximately 360 km E of Okinawa Island. Geomorphologically, these two Islands are different from the Rytkyt

_2_



Islands.
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THE OLD AND PRESENT ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS OF JAPAN

The territory of Japan now consists of 47 administrative divisions or prefectures. They are
also classified into 8 regions. This administrative systern was employed by the Government at the begin-
ning of the Meiji Era (1868-1871). Most of the names of these prefectures and of the prefectural seats
are newly named about 100 years ago.

The old place-names in Japan have geographical and historical meanings. In other words, they
were formed and fixed during the past 1500 or more years. Most of the present local names of places,
rivers, lakes, and mountains orginated from their historical background. In the Edo Era (1598-1868),
Japan was divided into 7 local regions and approximately 85 possessions of clans supported by the feu-
dalism. The possessions of each feudal lord or “Daimyd” were called after the old place-names of Japan.
Thus, they are frequently used for the indication of local areas of Japan even today.

The old place-names of Japan above-mentioned do not appear in the maps or atlases of Japan
written in foreign languages, such as “The Times Atlas of the World”, “The Bartholomew’s Graphic
Atlas”, etc. Some old descriptive papers on planarians (Stimpson, 1855, 1857 ; [jima & Kaburaki, 1916 ;
Kaburaki, 1922 a, b, c, and others) employed the old place-names of Japan for the indication of localities
of their materials. The purpose of this section is to show the mutual references of the old and present

names of administrative divisions of Japan (see Figs. 1 and 2).

An Old Administrative Divisions of Japan
(Fig. 1)
I. HOKKAIDO (L) "
1, Nemuro (#%); 2, Kitami (3L &) ; 3, Kushiro (819%) ; 4, Teshio (K3 ) ; 5, Ishikari (FH%¥); 6, To-
kachi (+8) ; 7, Hidaka ( B&) ; 8, Iburi (#%3K); 9, Shiribeshi ({£7); 10, Oshima (&) ; 11, Chishi-
ma (F5).
II. TOSANDO (% 1Li#)
12, Mutsu (F#); 13, Ugo (11%); 14, Rikucha (B ); 15, Uzen CCPIAT); 16, Rikuzen (FEHT); 17,
Iwashiro (‘&%) ; 18, Iwaki (##) ; 19, Shimotsuke ( F%f); 20, Kozuke ( :¥F); 21, Shinano ({gi#);
22, Hida (f%E%); 23, Mino (32i#) ; 24, Omi (iTiL).
IIl. HOKURIKUDO (L&)
25, Sado ({£1%); 26, Echigo (#7%); 27, Ettcha (&) ; 28, Noto (f£%); 29, Kaga (Jm¥i); 30, Echi-
zen (#AT); 31, Wakasa ().
IV. TOKAIDO ( #ifi&)
32, Hitachi (##); 33, Shimofusa (TF4a): 34, Kamifusa (_1-48): 35, Awa (%5 ) ; 36, Musashi (&
&) 37, Sagami (FHKE); 38, Izu (#3); 39, Kai (F2E); 40, Suruga (58:) ; 41, Totomi (&I ); 42,
Mikawa (ZiT); 43, Owari (R5E) ; 44, Ise ({##); 45, Iga (F¥): 46, Shima (FE).
V. KINAI (™)
47. Yamashiro ( LU3) ; 48, Yamato (KF01) ; 49, Settsu (#%id) ; 50, Kawachi (@lM); 51, lzumi (F1R).
VI. SAN'INDO (1f2#)
52, Tango (%) 53, Tanba (i) ; 54, Tajima ({8 %) ; 55, Inaba (K& ; 56, Hoki (0% ); 57, lzu-

1) The old name of Hokkaidd is “Ezo” (##% ). There was only one possession in the Edo Era: Matsumae (#:4i). It was lo-
cated in the southwestern area of the Oshima Peninsula.

Note. This Kawakatsu’s paper was published in 1985. ‘The abolition of clans and establishment of prefecture’
were started in the year 1871.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the old administrative divisions of Japan. Two capital cities of Japan, Ky6to
(794-1868) and Edo (= Tokyd, 1612-1868), are shown on the map by a solid square. Several
open ports for foreign countries at the last years of the Edo Era are also shown by an open
circle : Hakodate in Oshima in Hokkaidd ; Yokohama in Musashi; Shimoda in Izu ; Sakai and
Kobe in Settsu ; Nagasaki in Hizen ; Shuri in RyakyQ. A heavy solid line indicates the boundary
of the regions. For the names of each region and possession, see in the text.
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(after 1868), is shown on the map by a solid square. The prefectural seats are shown by a solid
circle. A heavy solid line indicates the boundary of the regions. For the names of each region,
prefecture and its seat, see in the text.

The Satsunan Islands consist of the Osumi Islands, the Tokara Island and the Amami
Islands ; the Ryaky( Islands consist of the Okinawa Islands and the Sakishima Islands. Several
islands located in the southern area of the Sakishima Islands are also called the Yaeyama Is-
lands. The general name of these many islands is the Southewest Islands of Japan.
-



mo (HE); 58, Iwami (F18); 59, Oki (F2lE).

VI. SANYODO (1liF3i8)
60, Harima (i&HE); 61, Mimasaka ( %#/E); 62, Bizen (f##i); 63, Biccha ({#H); 64, Bingo (#i%) .,
65, Aki (%) 66, Suwa (FEB)j); 67, Nagato (£&).

VII. NANKAIDO (i)
68, Ki'i (#01#); 69, Awaji (i£#8); 70, Awa (B[); 71, Sanuki (k) ; 72, Tosa (X{&); 73, Iyo ({#
®).

IX. SAIKAIDO (76if#)
74, Buzen (¥2&(j); 75, Chikuzen (HiBi); 76, Hizen (HBHT); 77, Chikugo (¥ {%); 78, Bungo (&%),
79, Higo (AE#); 80, Hyaga ( HIA]) ; 81, Satsuma (§&) ; 82, Osumi (kF&); 83, Iki (BI%); 84, Tsu-
shima (¥4 5% ); 85, Ryakya (FHiEk).

The Present Administrative Divisions of Japan
(Fig. 2)

I. HOKKAIDO (4tif#), Sapporo (#LR). Hokkaids is subdivided into 14 areas: Soya (i %), Abashiri
(#37), Nemuro (#33), Kushiro (#1#), Rumoi (#i), Kamikawa (_tJ|), Tokachi (+#%), Hidaka
(B), Sorachi (Z841), Ishikari (#74F), Iburi (&%), Shiribeshi (%7 ), Hiyama (#21L), and Oshima
(5.

0. TOHOKU REGION (it F5)

1, Aomori Pref. (#F#H %), Aomori (F#&Hdi); 2, Iwate Pref. (B ), Morioka (H%Ril1); 3, Miyagi
Pref. (E%E), Sendai (i) ; 4, Fukushima Pref. ({5 &), Fukushima (#887); 5, Akita Pref.
(fRHEER), Akita (kB ); 6, Yamagata Pref. (Ii#218), Yamagata ({LF#ZHH).

. KANTO REGION (Bt sy)

7, Ibaraki Pref. ( %18 ), Mito (’kFifi); 8, Chiba Pref. (¥ W’), Chiba (i), 9, Tochigi Pref.
(# A8 ), Utsunomiya (FEE#i) ; 10, Gunma Pref. (B ¥ 12 ), Maebashi (g ) ; 11, Saitama Pref.
(ZE8), Urawa GEFIT ) : 12, Tokyd To ( 5 ER), Tokyo (B & #R) ; 13, Kanagawa Pref. (#Z3)I| &),
Yokohama (#&i&wi).

IV. CHOBU REGION (&Rt 55 )

14, Nigata Pref. (#7818 ), Nigata (¥i8); 15, Nagano Pref. (&#f&), Nagano (&%) ; 16, Yama-
nashi Pref. ((UEE ), Kaofu (FAFT); 17, Shizuoka Pref. (A% W), Shizuoka (## @ A7) ; 18, Toyama
Pref. (BilI), Toyama (B W) ; 19, Gifu Pref. (k&R ), Gifu (B 855); 20, Aichi Pref. (ZHE),
Nagova (£ &R iti); 21, Ishikawa Pref. (f)i1%t), Kanazawa ( &iRili); 22, Fukui Pref. (#i#%8), Fu-
kui (f&#:1).

V. KINKI REGION (Gi#&ihF)

23, Shiga Pref. (# & 8), Otsu (Kig7); 24, Mie Pref. (Z &R ), Tsu (i#i); 25, Kyotd Pref. (40
TF), Kyoto (3U%RT); 26, Nara Pref. (ZR#), Nara (% B1); 27, Osaka Pref. (XBKAF), Osaka (X
PR ); 28, Wakayama Pref. (FI3k1LE ), Wakayama (F03kiL ) ; 29, Hyogo Pref. (£ K ), Kobe (##
B

VI. CHUGOKU REGION (= [Ei %)

30, Tottori Pref. (&HEZE ), Tottori ( BEi); 31, Okayama Pref. (L% ), Okayama ([ELLT); 32,
Shimane Pref. (1), Matsue (#3i177); 33, Hiroshima Pref. ()JZB8), Hiroshima (I&ZEih); 34,
Yamaguchi Pref. (I 1% ), Yamaguchi (1),

VII. SHIKOKU REGION (U E%)

35, Kagawa Pref. (%1 1), Takamatsu (&#27); 36, Tokushima Pref. ({# B &), Tokushima ({5
#); 37, Ehime Pref. (218 ), Matsuyama (¥ 1L# ) ; 38, Kochi Pref. (BHI1& ), Kochi (BHii).



VII. KYUSHU REGION (Judiit7)
39, Fukuoka Pref. ($#8f8 ), Fukuoka (¥ ) ; 40, Oita Pref. (k48 ), Oita (K5 ) 41, Miyazaki
Pref. (EI4F 1), Miyazaki (B85 ) ; 42, Saga Pref. ({£%{%), Saga ({£ % i) ; 43, Nagasaki Pref. (£
%78 ), Nagasaki (B i); 44, Kumamoto Pref. (FEA &), Kumamoto (f&87i) ; 45, Kagoshima Pref.
(B REE), Kagoshima (BE'RE ) ; 46, Okinawa Pref. (i #11), Naha (I8 HT).

Valley near South ay, Pec) Talnnd, Bouln Group.

At the Bonin Islands. After Perry’s 1856 Book, ‘Expedition to Japan’.

Matthew Calbrith Perry (1749-1858)

Commodore Perry of the United States of America made visits to Japan, which was under a policy of seclusionism,
in 1853 and again in 1854. His Official Reports are ‘Narrative of the Expedition of American Squadron to the
China and Japan, etc.’ (1856). This Report has two different versions: The Senate Version and the House of Rep-
resentative Version.

The cut figures used in the present web article were taken from Vol. I, Chapt. 10, of the Report.
William Heine was one of Navy painters of Perry's Expedition. Stimpson's collecting doings of animals (in-

cluding planarians) are found in Heine's Diary published in German: Die Expedition in die Seen von China, Japan
und Ochotsk, etc. (1856-58).
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Fig. 4. The Izu Islands and the Ogasawara Islands. Explanation in the text.
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Port Lioyd and Bonin Islands.

At the Bonin Islands.
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After Perry’s 1856 Book, ‘Expedition to Japan’.



Acknowledgements

The authors are indebted to Dr. Mark J. Grygier (Lake Biwa Museum, Kusatsu, Japan) for his careful reading of a
draft of this web article as well as for the discussion of the contents. They are also indebted to Dr. Eudéxia M.
Froehlich (Sao Paulo), Dr. Hugh D. Jones (Manchester) and Dr. Anno Faubel (Hamburg) for their stimulating in-
terest which greatly aided the work.

APPENDIX I

The Hepburn System Romanization of the Japanese syllabary.

a i u e 0

a i a é 0

a 1 u e 0
ka ki ku ke ko kya kyu kyo
sa shi(si) su se S0 sha(sya) shu(syu)  sho(syo)
ta chi(ti) tsu(tu) te to cha(tya) chu(tyu) chol(tyo)
na ni nu ne no nya nyu nyo
ha hi fu(hu) he ho hya hyu hyo
ma mi mu me mo mya myu myo
ya [i] yu [e] yo
ra ri ru re 1o rya ryu ryo
wa [i] [ul [e] [o]
ga gl gu ge go gya gyu gyo
za ji(zi) zu ze Z0 ja(zya) julzyw) jo(zyo)
da Gil(lziD) [zu] de do
ba bi bu be bo bya byu byo
ba pi pu pe po pbya pyu pyo

n n n n n n n n

( ): Instructive System of spellings; [ 1: duplication.
Nippon System of spellings also use the followings: di, du, dya, dyu, dyo, kwa, gwa, wo.

APPENDIX II

A Blank Topogaphical Maps of the World (for the use of basic research work) (on page 14).
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